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querors, but men seeking to make their living in
peace, and in general it may be said that they went
only where there was room for them. Certainly they
evicted no fellow European from his holding of the
earth's soil. On the other hand, they barred no
stranger from theirs: during all the emigrating
period the British colonies were freely open to the
world. Many of the emigrants, including most of
the Irish, went to the United States and ceased to
be British subjects. The rest went to Canada, where
they reinforced the Loyalists' Ontario and made
ready for the thrust across the prairie to the West
in later years; to Australia, where they swamped the
experiment in convict reform in New South Wales,
and started new settlements at many other points
on the coast-line; and to South Africa and New
Zealand, concerning each of which some further
explanation must be made.
South Africa
At the conclusion of the Napoleonic War the
British had retained Capetown as a port of call
for ships sailing east and a naval base for their pro-
tection. A small colonial population dwelt round
Capetown, composed of descendants of Dutch
emigrants and of Huguenots from France. In the
early nineteenth century these settlers increased in
numbers, as did all European stocks, and their more
adventurous members roved farther and farther
afield in search of land for farms. To them was
added an English element, not only in the officials
and business men of Capetown, but also in an
agricultural settlement planted in eastern Cape